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H ote ls  in  the contemporary sense were e s ta b lish ed  in  
Is tanbu l in  the la t e  1830’ s. This paper examines the 
f a c i l i t i e s  a v a i la b le  to  t r a v e l l e r s  p r io r  to  tha t date 
and s tu d ies  the reasons lead in g  to  the opening o f  the 
f i r s t  h o te ls  in  th a t  decade. H ote ls  were b a s ic a l ly  a 
concept a l ie n  to  the Ottoman s o c ie t y  o f  that day and 
they were opened by fo r e ig n e r s  fo r  the b e n e f i t  o f  o ther 
fo r e ig n e r s .  The paper examines l o c a t i o n ,management and 
standarts  o f  the h o te ls  and there  i s  a b r i e f  p r o f i l e  o f  
the a c t i v i t i e s  o f  M ig i r d iç  Toka tl ian  an en te rp r is in g  
businessman who e s ta b l is h ed  a small s c a le  h o te l  empire. 
There fo l lo w s  an a rch y te c tu ra l an a lys is  o f  the main h o te ls  
b r i e f  d e sc r ip t io n s  o f  h o te ls  both down town in  Pera and 
in  r e s o r t -p la c e s  on the Bosphorus and the P r in c e s ’ I s la n d s .
The i n i t i a l  aim o f  th is  paper was to  study the a r c h it e c tu ra l  and 
s o c ia l  impact o f  the appearance during the f i r s t  h a l f  o f  then 
XIXth. century o f  h o te ls  in  Is tan b u l.  However as we se t  out ga th ­
e r in g  data we soon d iscovered  how scant the a v a i la b le  in fo rm ation  
was. We th e r e fo r e  had to  put up w ith  a le s s  ambitious programm by 
l im i t in g  ou rse lves  to  r a is e  a few  t e n t a t i v e  questions on a h i t h e r ­
to n eg le c ted  aspect o f  the urban tra s fo rm ation  o f  Is tanbu l during 
the past c e n tu r y . (1 )
H ote ls  p rov ide  on a temporary bas is  lo d g in gs , n o u r r ishment and 
o c c a s io n a l ly  en terta inm ent. They are th e r e fo r e  in e v i t a b ly  asso­
c ia te d  w ith  one or another aspect o f  t r a v e l  and t r a v e l l e r s .  This 
may be one o f  the reasons why such estab lishm ents were so la t e  
in  appearing in  Ottoman Turkey and why they experienced  so much 
hardship in  s t r ik in g  r o o t s .  Indeed, t r a v e l l i n g  was u n t i l  v e ry  r e ­
c e n t ly  a concept a l ie n  to  the average Turk who usu a lly  contempla­
ted  the ve ry  idea  o f  moving around from one p lace  to another 
w ith  abhorence. O f f i c i a l s  sent o u t o n  m issions to  the prov inces  
were ab le  to  take advantage o f  an in t r i c a t e  system o f  c o rv ee ,  in ­
h e r i t e d  from the Byzantine whereby the l o c a l  no tab les  were to  p ro ­
v id e  f r e e  accomodation to  tou r in g  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f  the c e n tra l  
and p r o v in c ia l  a d m in is tra t ion . (Kudumiye/Teşri f i y e  ) The g e n t t l e -  
man o f  l e is u r e  who t r a v e l l e d  fo r  p leasure  or se lf- im provem ent was 
a v e ry  ra re  spec ies  and tra d e rs  b r in g in g  th e i r  wares to  the la rg e r  
m arket-p laces were ca tered  f o r  in  the kervansaray or the han.
The Western t r a v e l l e r s  who ventured in to  the Ottoman East had the 
ch o ice  o f  e i th e r  w ith  th e i r  own n a t io n a ls  who had s e t t l e d  l o c a l l y  
or o f  asking the h o s p i t a l i t y  o f  Orthodox convents or m onasteries . 
Greek monks prov ided  lodg in gs  fo r  t r a v e l l e r s  w e l l  up to  the 1870's 
A French guide-book notes th a t  the Greek monks had no e x ces s iv e  
p re ten t io n s  to  a u s te r i t y  and th a t  they welcomed t r a v e l l e r s .  The 
monks d id  not supply food  to  t h e i r  guests but on the o ther hand 
they were p ro fu se ly  generous w ith  th e ir  w ine. (2 )
Much has been w r it te n  on the kervansaray and the han. L e t  us simply 
r e c a l l  b r i e f l y  tha t a han was a la r g e ,  square building u su a lly  o f  
stone w ith  a spacious inner cou rt  around which store-houses fo r  
merchandise were l in e d  up. On the upper f l o o r s  were to  be found 
sp a rce ly  fu rn ished rooms along a vau lted  passage b u i l t  on columns. 
th is  c i r c u la r  g a l l e r y  opened on the inner co u r t .  The c l i e n t è l e  o f  
the hans were u su a lly  trad e rs  and merchants who took a room fo r  
themselves on the f l o o r s  and a depot on the cou rt  fo r  t h e i r  goods. 
Business was conducted in  the han i t s e l f  where a l l  kinds o f  com­
m erc ia l t ran sac t ion  took p la ce .  Most o f  the Is tanbu l hans were d i ­
v id ed  on n a t io n a l l in e s  and tra d e rs  be long ing  to  the same n a tion a ­
l i t y  would congregate in  one p a r t ic u la r  han. The XIXth Century 
French w r i t e r  Gerard de N erva l , f o r  in s ta n ce , g iv e s  an account 
o f  one such han frequented  m ostly  by Pers ian  fu r  merchants. (3 ) I t  
i s  in t e r e s t in g  to  note tha t a Greek form o f  the Ottoman word,
"khan i" has come by ex ten t io n  to  be used in  the sense o f  a com­
mon v i l l a g e  inn . A gu ide-book g iv e s  a v i v i d  though u n in v it in g  des­
c r ip t io n  o f  the am enities o f f e r e d  by the average Greek Khanii in  the 
1870 's :
Le Khani e s t  un batiment où l 'o n  ne trouve nue l e  t o i t  e t  le s  auatre 
murs. I l  se compose d'une chambre unique^ le s  fe n ê tr e s  quant i l  yen 
en a sont à pe ine fermées par un v o l e t  de b o is .  O uelguefo is  un 
plancher une espèce de l i t  de camps, rarement une n a tte  en forment 
l'ameublement. Les ta b le s  e t  su rtou t l e s  chai ses y sont presaue i n ­
connues Le voyageur d o i t  apporter  avec lu i  son l i t ,  ses p ro v is io n s  
de bouche. Le landemain on p a ie  au khanci un p r ix  assez é le v é  pour 
un g î t e  aussi mauvais” (4 ) .  L e t  us a lso  p o in t  out that the f i r s t
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f t o t e l  opened in  Edirne in  the la t e  1860 's , the "Auberge de l ' E t o i l e "
was in  f a c t  b u i l t  on the l in e s  o f  a t r a d i t i o n a l  one-storeyed  han 
w ith  rooms fo r  t r a v e l l e r s  on the upper f l o o r  o ve r look in g  a square 
yard  w ith  a foun ta in  in  the m idd le . As usual rooms were hard ly  
fu rn ished  a t  a l l  and food was no t served  in  the h o te l  ( 5 ) .
One can th e re fo r e  assume tha t h o te ls  are a fo r e ig n  a cc re t io n  e n g ra ft  
upon the l o c a l  te x tu re .  Indeed a tra ve lbook  published in  1839 warns 
the t r a v e l l e r s  to  Is tanbu l not to  expect much as fa r  as m a te r ia l  
com fort goes but adds " t o u t e fo is  l ’ in d u s tr ie  des nations c i v i l i s é e s  
s ' y  e s t  largement in s t a l l é e s  depuis quelques années pour assurer 
tou tes  le s  commodités de l 'e x i s t e n c e  m a t e r i e l l e . " ( 6 )  The w r i t e r  
proceeds to  s ta te  th a t  among those imported "commodités" there  
are s e v e ra l  m oderate ly  p r ic ed  and w e l l  appointed h o te ls .
H o te ls  seem to  have appeared in  Is tanbu l in  the 1830's  as a r e ­
s u l t  both o f  the increased  m o b i l i t y  caused by the ex ten t ion  o f  
steam n a v ig a t io n  and o f  the opening up o f  the Ottoman Empire to  
fo r e ig n  trade  and fin an ce  which re s u lte d  in  an in f lu x  o f  wouldTbe 
en trepreneurs v i s i t i n g  the Ottoman c a p i t a l  and p rov in ces . Indeed, 
during the fo l lo w in g  decades most o f  the major c i t i e s  g o t  endowed 
w ith  one or more estab lishm ents p rov id in g  "ce com fort r e l a t i f  que 
l 'o n  e s t  b ien heureux de rencon trer  dans le s  p e t i t e s  v i l l e s  d ’ Or­
i e n t  après de longues journées à cheva l e t  le s  s ta t io n s  dans le s  
hans ou chez le s  p a y sa n s " . (7 )
That these estab lishm ents were fo r e ig n  both in  th e ir  in s p ir a t io n  
and th e i r  in c ep t ion  i s  t e s t i f i e d  by s e v e ra l  fa c t o r s ,  the f i r s t  
being o f  a semantic nature . B ia n ch i 's  French-Turkish D ic t ion a ry  
published in  1846 g iv e s  a corrupted form o f  an I t a l i a n  word, 
l o s t a r i y e  as a Turkish ea u iva len t  f o r  h o t e l .  The well-known Tur­
k ish  le x ico g ra p h e r ,  Şemsettin  Sami Bey, in  h is  Kamus-u Turki 
published f i f t y  years  l a t e r  d e f in e s  a lo s a r iy e  as being a small 
lo k a n ta , another word o f  I t a l i a n  o r ig in  which again accord ing 
to  the Kamus İ s a  p la ce  " where fo r e ig n e r s  and t r a v e l l e r s  may 
lod ge  and ob ta in  n o u r r ishment". In h is  French-Turkish D ic t ion a -  
rypu b lished  in  the same years  Şemsettin Sami t ra n s la ted  h o te l  
w ith  the word m isa f irh a n e . As a second ch o ice  he g iv e s  a ph on e ti- 
c a l  t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n  in  Ottoman o f  the word h o t e l .  The Kamus d e f i ­
nes a m isa firhane as being an a l i a  franca b u ild in g  equipped w ith  
a l l  the p r e - r e q u is i t e  f o r  com fort and r e s t .  I t  i s  in t e r e s t in g  to 
note  th a t  Şemsettin  Sami who had adopted the axiom o f  Messrs L i t ­
t r é  and Larousse th a t  a d ic t io n a ry  w ithout examples i s  not a d i c ­
t io n a ry ,  chose h is  w ith  a d e f i n i t e  d id a c t ic  v iew . In the en try  f  
f o r  lokanka one can f in d  a statement to  the e f f e c t  tha t "we s ta ­
yed in  a c lean  1 . " .  S im i la r ly  the example used to  i l l u s t r a t e  the 
verb  konmak , ( t o  s tay  in  a p la c e ,  to  lo d g e )  i s  a sentence rem in i­
sc ing  s t ro n g ly  o f  the kudumiye/teşri f i y e  taxes : passing through 
there  we stayed  at the house o f  one o f  the l o c a l  g e n t r y . "
But enough o f  l i n g u i s t i c s .  G lancing trough the var ious  l i s t s  o f  
h o t e ls  tha t opened in  Is tanbu l and the prov inces  during the n i ­
neteen th  century one f in d s  out qu ick ly  th a t  these estab lishm ents 
c a te r in g  fo r  Europeans were owned and run by Europeans. There 
was a ls o  the occa s ion a l non-moslem Ottoman. But one has to  w a it  
t i l l  the 1880's  to  f in d  a Moslem Ottoman and a Hacı a t  th a t ,  run­
ning a h o t e l ,  one Hacı Ahmet Nuri Efendi who owned the H o te l-R es ­
taurant de Roumelie a t  S i r k e c i .  One can on ly  specu la te  in  our p re ­
sent s ta te  o f  knowledge tha t the Hacı may have been a re fu gee  or 
immigre _3_
or an immigrant from one o f  the Roumelie Prov inces  ceded to  Aus­
t r i a ,  Romani a or Bu lgaria  and th a t  he may have observed b e fo re  h is  
departure the b e n e f i t s  o f  such e s ta b l ism en ts . S t i l l  th is  i s  mere 
sp ecu la t ion  as he may a l t e r n a t i v e ly  chosen the name o f  h is  h o te l  
because o f  the p rox im ity  o f  the newly opened ra i lw ay  s ta t io n  o f  
the Chemins de Fer de Roumelie.
H ote ls  c a te r in g  as we have s a ir  mainly f o r  fo r e ig n e rs  were e s t a b l i ­
shed in  those parts  o f  Is tan bu l where these were more numerous.
Pera w ith  i t s  la rg e  community o f  r e s id e n t  fo r e ig n e rs  and non-moslems 
had n a tu ra l ly  p r id e  o f  p la c e .  In the e a r l i e r  years  some h o te ls  w 
were a lso  e s ta b lish ed  around G a la ta , The business quarter but th 
these estab lishm ents soon turned seedy and the b e t t e r  c la s s  o f  
customers deserted  them in  favour o f  the Pera h o te ls .  L ikew ise  t  
the two v i l l a g e s  on the Bosphorus, Büyükdare and Tarabya w ith  a 
la rg e  and d is t in gu ish ed  fo r e ig n  community were soon to  boast o f  
not a few h o t e ls .  H o te ls  were a lso  e s ta b lish ed  in  the Moda penin­
sula on the Asian shore where an im portant English  co lony had 
s e t t l e d .  The English  were a lso  instrum ental in  the opening o f  
h o te ls  on the P r in c e s ’ Is lands when these is lan d s  were
turned in to  fa sh ion ab le  summer r e s o r ts  during the 1880 's , w ith  
the inauguration  o f  the S irk e c i  ra i lw a y  s ta t io n ,  s e ve ra l  h o te ls  
were e s ta b l is h ed  c lo s e  to  the s ta t io n  though one does not w itness 
a s im i la r  phenomenon w ith  theo opening o f  the Haydarpaşa s ta t io n ,  
s t a r t in g  p o in t  o f  the A nato lian  Ra ilway.
The Pera h o te ls  were u su a lly  to  be found in  the p rox im ity  o f  the 
fo r e ig n  embassies and t h e i r  names bear testim ony to  the n a tion a ­
l i t y  or the a l le g ia n c e  o f  t h e i r  owners : Grand-Hotel F rança is ,
The P r in ce  o f  Wales, H o te l de Breslau , H o te l d 'A n g le t e r r e ,  de Ro­
me, d 'Athènes e t c .  The in e v i t a b le  H ote l Du Terminus or H o te l 
de la  Gare does not u n fo r tu n a te ly  appear among the S irk ec i h o t e ls ,  
th e i r  owners being more im ag in a t ive  or g eo g ra p h ic a l ly  minded 
w ith  such names as H ote l d 'Europe,de S o f ia ,  d 'an d r in op le  though 
a French widow run a H o te l-R es ta u ra n t-B ra sse r ie  desChemins de Fers 
Orientaux ju s t  oppos ite  the s t a t i o n .
These h o te ls  were l i t e r a l l y  sm all fo r e ig n  enclaves where n a t io n a ls  
o f  one country wouibd ga ther  to  partake o f  th e i r  oirn food ,w ine  and 
most im portant read t h e i r  newspaper in  the cab in et de le c tu r e  put 
a t the d isp osa l o f  t h e i r  customers by most h o t e ls .  Germans, Aust 
t r ia n s ,  Hungarians I t a l i a n s  and the French had th e ir  own h o t e ls .  
There was even one h o te l  fo r  C en tra l European Jews which adver­
t is e d  in  the Beadeker th a t  Y id d ish  was spoken. Advertisem ents 
r e f l e c t e d  n a t io n a l p re fe ren ces  w ith  French-owned h o te ls  pu tt in g  
emphasis on the " cu is in e  f r a n ç a is e ,  bon v in "  theme.
Though many h o te ls  were e s ta b l is h ed  a f t e r  the 1840's  these were 
u su a lly  small a f f a i r s  in  converted  p r iv a t e  houses w ith  a room 
ca p a c ity  averag ing  20-30 per estab lishm ent and f a i r l y  poor stan - 
d a r t s . There are two c o n f l i c t in g  statements which seem to  in d ic a ­
te  tha t e i t h e r  a c e r ta in  d e t e r io r a t io n  d id  take p lace  as the num­
ber o f  h o te ls  in creased  in  the 1860's  or that the customers have 
learned  to  be more demanding. L a c ro ix  w rote in  1839 tha t the Pera 
h o te ls  are reasonab ly  p r ic ed  and that they o f f e r  adequate s e r v ic e .
On the other hand Isambert w r i t in g  some 35 years  la t e r s  i s  more 
seve re  or more d is c r im in a te  : he complains o f  the predatoryness 
o f  h o t e l  owners whom he accuses o f  o ver-ch arg in g  th e ir  rooms. He 
goes* as fa r  as suggesting  to  the would-be t r a v e l l e r  to  take up
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rooms w ith  p r iv a t e  in d iv id u a ls  as being both cheaper and more 
conven ien t. The same Isambert a ls o  r e g r e ts  that th ere  are no 
h o te ls  in  the o ld  p a r t  o f  Is tan bu l and suggests tha t Ottoman kon- 
aks be turned in t o  h o s te ls  fo r  t o u r is t s  as i t  had su c c e s fu l ly  be­
en done in  Damascus. ( I t  i s  r e f r e s h in g  to  see th a t  there  i s  no­
th ing  new under the sky when one reads o f  the e f f o r t s  o f  the 
p resen t day Turkish M in is t ry  o f  Tourism in  the same d i r e c t i o n .
As a m atter o f  f a c t  one has to  w a it  t i l l  the 1880’ s and the 
1890's to  see com para tive ly  la r g e  h o te ls  opening in  Is tanbu l 
a f t e r  the g r e a t  f i r e  o f  1870 and the earthquake o f  1894 which de­
va s ta ted  a g r e a t  p o r t ion  o f  the wooden p a r t  o f  Pera . Houses and 
b u ild in gs  were recon stru c ted  in  stone a f t e r  these two ca la m it ie s *  
(H e re to fo re  a l l  the guidebooks were unanimous in  adv is in g  
t r a v e l l e r s  to  take up res id en ce  in  p re fe ren ce  in  stone b u i ld in gs .  
The rég lem ent o f  the H ote l d 'A n g le t e r r e  , one o f  the o ld e s t  in  
the c i t y  e x p re s s ly  porbad smoking in  the room s.)
The Pera Pa lace  w ith  150 rooms, run by the S oc ié té  des W agon s- l its  
In te rn a tion au x , the to k a t l ia n  w ith  100 rooms, the B r i s t o l ,  the 
Kroeker and tha H ote l de Londres each w ith  80 rooms werev e s t a b l i ­
shed a t  va r iou s  dates in  the 1880's  and 1890's .  But standarts must 
s t i l l  not have improved much as by 1910 on ly  one h o te l  in  Is tan bu l, 
the Grand H ote l C on tinen ta l e t  Français  was recommended by the 
Touring Club de France, w ith  the re o rg a n isa t io n  o f  the Is tanbu l 
m u n ic ip a l i ty  in  the 1860's c o n tro l  o f  t h e h o t e l s  had been g iven  
to  the m unicipal s e r v ic e s  but th is  su perv is ion  seems to  have been 
f a i r l y  l igh t-h an ded . In the 1890's  h o te ls  were asked to  commu­
n ic a t e  r e g u la r ly  to  the p o l i c e  l i s t s  o f  t h e i r  patrons.
The H is to ry  o f  the T ok a tl ian  i s  com para tive ly  t h e b e s t  documented 
one among the Is tan bu l h o t e ls .  We s h a l l  g i v e  a b r i e f  account o f  
i t  as i t  i s  a n ic e  s to ry  o f  a su cces fu l business venture s ta r t in g  
w ith  M ig i r d iç  T o k a t l ia n ,  an Armenian res tau ra teu r  owning a res ta u ­
ran t near the Grand Bazaar s p e c ia l i z e d  in  Turkish cu is in e  w ith  a 
chosen c l i e n t e l e  from among the sen io r  bureaucrats o f  the near-by 
Sublime P o r te ,  d ec id in g  to  expand h is  business by opening a branch 
on the fa sh ion a b le  Grand-Rue de Pera. With h is  new branch inaugu­
ra ted  in  1892 under the name o f  Sp lend ide, T ok a t l ia n  d e l ib e r a t ly  
changed h is  s t y l e  from t r a d i t i o n a l  Ottoman to  the vanguard o f  t e ­
chnology . The Splend ide w ith  i t s  p ia te-w arm ers , i t  menus hand-_ 
w r i t t e n  in  French on paper w ith  golden frames soon became the " in "  
p la ce  where fa sh ion a b le  peop le  had to  be seen in  good company. T 
Turkish Pashas and Beyy from the Sublime Po rte  fo l lo w e d  Toka tl ian  
to  th is  s id e  o f  the Golden'Horn and in troduced new ways and h ab its  
to  Turkish s o c ie t y .  Soon th is  was not enough fo r  the e n tr e p r is in g  
T o k a t l ia n  who opened in  1894 again  on the Grand Rue a la r g e  h o te l  
second on ly  to  the Pera Pa lace  w ith  l i f t s a n d  a l l  modern conven ien­
ces He fu r th e r  expended h is  empire by tak ing  over in  1894 a c a fé -  
c o n c e r t t  a t Kalender on the Bosphorus. F in a l l y  in  1905 he opened 
a t  Tarabya a summer annex to  h is  h o t e l  whose inauguration  was the 
s o c ia l  even t o f  the y ea r .  A p os te r  f o r  the annex was designed by 
the famous I t a l i a n  p a in te r  Zonaro. v
Another in t e r e s t in g  venture was the one run by a French d o c to r ,
Dr. Dujardin on the Moda pen insula which accord ing to  a f u l l  page 
advert  in  the Annuaire C erva t i f o r  the year 1883.appears to  be s 
some s o r t  o f  a h ea lth  farm w ith  hydrotherapy and dynamotherapy 
o f f e r e d  as cures fo r  a long l i s t  o f  a f f l i c t i o n s  ranging from net 
vous d iso rd e rs  to  sexual d is ea se s .  The h o t e l  had grounds over
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35.000 square meters and a p r iv a t e  d a ir y .  According to  the advert 
s e r v ic e  was f i r s t  r a t e , " d ig n e  des e tab lissem en ts  l e  plus comfor­
ta b le  de 1*Europe". A s p e c ia l  a llowance was made fo r  l o c a l  cus­
toms as a p r iv a t e  s i t t in g -ro o m  was re s e rved  fo r  la d ie s .
We s h a l l  now b r i e f l y  d iscuss the a r c h it e c tu ra l  im p lica t ion s  
o f  the estab lishm ent o f  h o te ls  in  Is tan bu l.  The fo l lo w in g  w i l l  
on ly  p rov id e  a th e o r a t ic a l  framework, f o r  the d iscuss ion  and 
d e t a i l s  w i l l  be discussed over the p r o je c t io n  o f  s l id e s .
XIXth century Ottoman a rc h ite c tu re  was con fron ted  w ith the d i f ­
f i c u l t y  o f  having to  cope w ith  issues  h i th e r t o  unknown. Answers 
had to  be found to  problems s t r e tc h in g  fa r  beyond the c la s s i c a l  
requirem ents o f  r e l i  g i  ous ,mi l i  ta ry  and c i v i l i a n  a r c h i t e t e c tu r e . 
Demands in  new spheres o f  a c t i v i t i e s  had to  be met. P re - indu s­
t r i a l  _ Ottoman s o c ie ty  had perhaps no o ther  cho ise  than t r y in g  
to  b r ing  an e c l e c t i c  s o lu t io n  to  these new is su es . Though i t  
must be sa id  tha t some Ottoman a rc h it e c t s  c a r r ie d  th e ir  enthu­
siasm fo r  e c le c t ic is m  s l i g h t l y  too  f a r .  The famous remark o f  the 
French poet Théoph ile  G autier  bears testim ony to  these excesses : 
" th e  Dolmabahçe Pa lace  i s  n e ith e r  Greek nor L fe t in ,n e ith er  Gothic 
nor Renaissance, ne itherA rab  nor Tu rk ish ". The combined e f f o r t s  
towards e c le c t ic is m  o f  e x p a t r ia te  European a rc h ite c ts  (o f t e n  not 
the more prominent members o f  the p ro fe s s io n )  and o f  t h e i r  lo c a l  
hon-muslem co l lea gu es  were not enough to  br ing  about a Greek r e ­
v i v a l  in  Ottoman a rc h ite c tu re  as i t  had happened in .W est European 
a rc h ite c tu re  a t  the same tim e. Is lam ic  and O r ien ta l forms and con-, 
cepts  had a lso  to  be taken in to  account. (8 )
H o te ls  c o n s t i tu te  a good example o f  tne new type o f  issues  O tto ­
man a r c h it e c ts  were asked to  s o lv e .  There have been cases where 
they opted f o r  an easy way out by a l low in g  themselves to  be f r e e ­
l y  in s p ir e d  by s im ila r  examples e x is t in g  in  Europe. For in s tan ce , 
the neo-rena issance façade o f  the Pera Pa lace  i s  s t ro n g ly  rem in is ­
cent o f  the B e r l in  K a ise rh o f w ith  i t s  k o lo ss a l  undertones. The 
K a ise rh o f was a lso  managed by the W a g o n s - l i t s . The a r c h i t e c t  o f  
the Pera Pa la ce , l o c a l l y  born and t ra in e d  Valaury has to  h is  c r e ­
d i t  more o r i g in a l  works such as the Ottoman P u b lic  Debt bu ild in g  
or the Ottoman Bank headcm arters. The f i r s t  b u ild in g  i s  considered  
to  be a m an ifes to  f o r  modern Turkish a rc h it e c tu re .  D esp ite  the 
g en e ra l aspect o f  i t s  façade o f  i t s  façade , the Pera Pa lace  i s  
n e v e r th e le s s  sui g en e r is  because o f  i t s  s t y l i s t i c  re fe ren ces  in  
both i in t e r i o r  space and d e co ra t iv e  adjustments. The Grand H a ll  
(s ee  plan -  24) w ith  i t s 'M o r is c o  arches and cupolas has a d e f i n i ­
t e l y  O r ien ta l  ch a rac te r .  The Salon Turc and the t i l e d  f i r e  p lace  
in  the Grand Salon ( 22 ) emphasize t h i s .  On the other hand the 
Toscan columns in  the Dégagement, the brazero  in  the Bar presen t 
a p e c u l ia r  co n tra s t  w ith  the rococco and a r t  deco fu rn itu re .  On 
the whole the p h ys ica l p lanning o f  the b u ild in g  adeguatly  meets 
the requirem ents o f  to d a y ’ s h o t e l  management.
The H ote l B r is t o l  i s  a sm a ller  h o te l  designed on the same e c l e c ­
t i c  l in e s ,  the H ote l d 'A n g le te r r e  is , f r o m  the p o in t  o f  a r c h i t e c ­
tu re  o f  l a t e  Ottoman v in ta g e .  I t s  façade on the M eşru tiye t  Cadde­
s i i s  a good example o f  the reced in g  z ig z a g  in  c la s s i c a l  Ottoman 
a rc h it e c tu re .  One f in d s  complex r e fe r en c es  to  e c le c t ic is m  in  the 
o ther im portant Pera h o t e l ,  the T o k a t l iy a n .
In o p p os it ion  to  the i n t r i c a t e  p lan n im etr ie  o f  the two major
- 6 -
town h o t e ls ,  the Pera Pa lace  and the T o k a t l ia n , the Bosphorus 
h o te ls  had ra th e r  s im pler plans which a llowed them to  blend 
smoothly w ith  the environment. The Slimmer Pa lace  in  Tarabya 
i s  a d e l i c a t e  s tru c tu re  b u i l t  over the grounds o f  a former 
country house. As may be seen on the photograph, the a r c h i t e c t  
managed to  keep the t e r ra c es  and the p in e - t r e e s .  The B e llevu e  in  
Biiyukdere i s  a former p r iv a t e  house converted  in to  a h o te l  by 
means o f  adding a w ing. I t  i s  a lso  o f  l a t e  Ottoman v in ta g e .  The 
T o k a t l ia n 's  wooden summer annex in  Tarabya which stood in  the p la ­
ce o f  the presen t day Tarabya O te l i  has a com parative ly  more 
com plicated  aspect but i s  in  balanced harmony w ith  i t s  background. 
The h o te ls  in  the P r in c e s ' is la n d s  r e f l e c t  the a rc h ite c tu ra l  
mood proper to  these Is la n d s . The Splend ide w ith  i t s  domes, the 
Yatch Club w ith  i t s  blend o f  n eo -c la c is s ism , the Royal a t  Heybeli 
w ith  i t s  r e fe ren c es  to  Greek l in e a r  concepts o f f e r  a d ispa ra te  
y e t  a ttach ing  f e e l in g  o f  e e r in e s s .
As a conclusion  one may ponder on the m u lt i fa r io u s  reasons why, 
the Istanbu l h o te l  industry  never d id  , a f t e r  a promising s t a r t ,  
r e a l l y  take o f f .  Absence o f  a la rg e  l o c a l  c l i e n t e l e ,  the fa c t  
th a t  Is tanbu l was never an actua l p a r t  o f  the t o u r is t  c i r c u i t  
ranging from Venice to  the Upper N i l e  , the u nw ill ingness  o f  the 
l o c a l  c a p i t a l  ho lders  to  in v e s t  in  a s e c to r  which d id  not y i e l d  
r e tu rn _com patib le w ith  the i n i t i a l  investm ent may account fo r  th is .  
I t  i s  in t e r e s t in g  to  note th a t  s im i la r  conclusions may be a r r iv e d  
a t  in  a study o f  the presen t s ta te  o f  Turkish h o te ls .
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